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D avid Lose, the new President of Luther Theological Seminary 
in Pittsburg, writes a blog that I read on occasion. Dr. Lose has 
a wonderful gift for looking at the world and seeing things so 

relevant and meaningful that you wonder why you had never noticed 
the insight he just revealed. He talks plainly and straightforward as he 
inspires those who hear him.

In a post this past week about the World Cup, Dr. Lose made a 
comparison to the modern American church. As we know, soccer is the 
world’s sport. Nations all across the globe play the sport on fine fields 
and dirt lots alike. With little more than a ball needed, children of all 
ages can play and enjoy their time together. 

But soccer has never really taken root in the US. We have other 
games and sports that attract our attention. Our weekend afternoons are 
taken watching another kind of football. And yet, millions are watching 
and rooting for the United States. Large parks in New York and Chicago 
are being filled with watching parties when the United States takes the 
pitch. But, where will those people be when the Americans lose? How 
can that fervor die so quickly?

Lose, like many others, speculates that soccer has too much 
competition to gain a foothold here. Other sports have already captured 
our interest, and it will forever face an uphill battle for our affection, 
attention, and dollars. And as Lose noted, the same might be said for the 
modern American church. 

We don’t like to admit it, but we, too, are in a bit of a competition. 

A Competitive Landscape
We no longer live in a time when it is expected that people will go to 
church. We are not living in a time when getting up early on a Sunday 
morning and joining a congregation in worship is a norm. Today, 
churches everywhere are struggling for numbers. Church decline is a 
hot topic in papers and news broadcasts. 

Lose is correct: the church has competition. The church routinely 
battles the likes of sleeping in, weekend getaways, pretty weather, bad 
weather, and the always-formidable trip to Starbucks to work on the 
crossword puzzle.  Our fight, like that of soccer, is to stay relevant in the 
midst of an ever-shifting social landscape. 

For generations, we as the church universal have been too slow 
to respond and too willing to concede. But, the church itself is only 
part of the problem. Those who come, and those who don’t must ask 
themselves why they choose to spend their time with, or give their 
allegiance to, that which they do. For some the church is still important; 
the church does compete and win. For some, the church is sometimes 
important; the church can compete if the opposition is not too great. 
For many the church does not offer real competition. It cannot compete 
with what the world has to offer on Sunday morning.  

What can we do to “win” a few battles? It may be as simple as your 
choosing church the next time a contest arises. And if enough of us 
choose church often enough, well, church just might be the thing to do 
on Sunday morning.  –Thomas Quisenberry

On Sunday, June 15, the Faith Journey Friends Sunday 
School Class used their time between Sunday School and 
Worship to put together 108 snack bags. The items had 
been picked up and stored at church ahead of time by one 
of the class members. Each bag contained a can of Vienna 
sausage, a 4-ounce container of applesauce, a package 
of cheese crackers, a Little Debbie cookie and a plastic 
flatware/napkin set. These bags, along with a 500ml bottle 
of water, are given to hungry folks who come by the church 
office during the week. During the week of June 16-19, snack 
bags were given to 32 people (one bag per person, per week). 
Money from your donations to our Benevolence Fund is 
used to purchase the items placed in these bags. Thank you 
for sharing in this very necessary ministry!

Snack Bag
Preparation



I will never forget my first trip to Puerto Rico. Seeing how this 
was only my second mission trip as a youth, it doesn’t have much 
competition to be the best trip. After hearing many stories of the last 
group’s adventures in Puerto Rico, I was glad to get the chance to go. 
It was even better that I got the chance to go on the trip with my sister. 
So on the trip I got to experience a two hour hike, being childish at the 
beach, and kayaking through the long treacherous Bio Bay. During the 
work days I got the joy of not understanding the native language, but I 
still enjoyed playing games with the great kids of Puerto Rico. On the 
last day in Puerto Rico I got to watch people I grew up with and some 
I had just met a few days ago say their last good byes. I’m so glad I got 
the chance to experience this trip with the seniors, and renew some of 
my friendships in the youth group. Who knew I would be going to meet 
strangers but leave with friends I will never forget. I’m so glad I got to 
go on this trip. I will never forget it. ~Josh Carter

Our trip to Puerto Rico was an amazing experience for many 
reasons. The relationships that were built changed FBC Chattanooga’s 
youth group forever. From our first night to literally right before we 
entered security at the airport to leave, we had members from the 
Puerto Rican church with us. The selflessness, love and friendship 
that they showed was absolutely unbelievable. Not only did we form 
friendships with the Puerto Rican youth, but our own youth group 
had an amazing experience working and bonding together. Each of 
the leaders and the youth held a specific role and contributed to the 
success of the trip. After an incredible week, leaving Puerto Rico 
involved a lot of goodbyes, tears and exchanging of numbers. We 
are extremely hopeful that we will all have the opportunity to serve 
together again! Thank you for making this experience possible for 
the youth in our church. These experiences help mold our lives in an 
unforgettable way. ~Natalie Cooper

The first time that I was in Puerto Rico, I was sent to work with 
kids and my life was changed by their smiles and happiness. Imagine 
my pleasure at being able to work with the children there a second 
time. I was told I would be working at their version of Vacation Bible 
School for only the first two days. This worried me because I figured 
I would not have time to really connect with the children there, and 
throughout those two days I was saddened by the fact that I would 
have to leave those children, and the other workers there, in such a 
short time. But I was wrong in assuming I would not have enough time 
to get attached, they caught my heart in my first hour there, and at the 
end of the second day, I realized I was not ready to leave. I was willing 
to work where I was needed, don’t get me wrong, but I really wanted to 
stay back with the kids. I found out that night though, that I had been 
blessed. For some reason or other, the plans had changed, and I had 
been placed back to working with the children. I was overjoyed, for the 
goodbyes I had said were not as final as I thought. I was granted two 
more days with the children, and I opened myself up to them. The next 
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two days, although filled with joy, passed by faster than I would have 
liked them to, and it came time to truly say our goodbyes. Every kid 
showed their appreciation of us that day, and it was one of the hardest 
partings I have ever encountered. It’s amazing how much a person or 
group can get attached to something in such a little time. Despite how 
hard it was, we knew it was necessary, and now I will remember the 
happiness they granted me as I worked with them. ~Byron Fogo

My experience in Puerto Rico was most definitely an experience 
to remember. We got to help paint at a place that had been in business 
for 20 years. That place had never had a group come and we had the 
privilege to get to be that group. I built a lot of relationships with the 
youth there and even got to build the relationships I already had with 
my friends in the youth here. The choir also had the opportunity to 
sing at a home for disabled and a nursing home. It was really great to 
see the smiles we put on their faces. It was a fantastic trip and I would 
go back in a heartbeat. ~Josh Shoop

Sunshine, Smiles, and Serving the Lord - These are just a few of 
the many wonderful things we experienced on our mission trip to 
Puerto Rico. We worshipped the same Lord, but in Spanish, climbed to 
the highest point of Puerto Rico to see God’s handiwork, and worked 
beside children teaching them Jesus’ love, in English and Spanish, in 
Bible School. Several of us helped out the schools close to the church 
by moving teacher’s materials, cleaning their library, painting and 
raking tons of leaves. We feel we spread God’s love even in the many 
places we couldn’t speak the same language. I was so proud of our 
youth! They were always willing to jump in and help even in jobs that 
weren’t so “fun”. They always had smiles on their faces. The youth 
built many relationships with the youth from Iglesia Bautista de 
Metropolis as they enjoyed working and playing with us during the 
week. We saw how giving the Puerto Ricans were with their time and 
they were always wanting to help us. It’s funny to think how we were 
going to help and support them and we were the ones who came back 
so blessed. Thank you to everyone who supported us on the incredible 
experience! Dios te bendiga/God bless you! ~Gator Kusenda



On the Calendar
July 2014

Wednesday,  July  2,  2014
Churchwide  Ou,ng  to  Lookouts  Game 6:45PM
Thursday,  July  3,  2014
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Friday,  July  4,  2014
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Saturday,  July  5,  2014
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
First  Family  Cookout 1:00PM
Sunday,  July  6,  2014
Family  Camp
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Monday,  July  7,  2014
Kids  Camp 8:45AM
Youth  Camp 2:15PM
Tuesday,  July  8,  2014
Kids  Camp
Youth  Camp
Wednesday,  July  9,  2014
Kids  Camp
Youth  Camp
CommiRee  on  CommiRees 5:00PM
Singing  101 5:30PM
Summer,me  Fellowship  &  Bible  Study 6:30PM
Thursday,  July  10,  2014
Kids  Camp
Youth  Camp
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Friday,  July  11,  2014
Kids  Camp
Youth  Camp
Saturday,  July  12,  2014
Dogwood  Workday 9:00AM
Sunday,  July  13,  2014
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Dogwood  Mee,ng 12:15PM
Tuesday,  July  15,  2014
Finance  CommiRee  Mee,ng 4:45PM
Deacon  Council 5:30PM
Wednesday,  July  16,  2014
Churchwide  Picnic  at  Riverview  Park 6:00PM

SUMMERTIME WEDNESDAYS AT 
FIRST BAPTIST 2014

July 2 6:45 PM Churchwide outing to the
  Lookouts game
July 9 6:30 PM Summer Fellowship & Bible
      Study. Everyone come to the Parlor,
       bring finger foods to share. 
July 16 6:00PM Churchwide Covered Dish
  Picnic at Riverview Park.
      (Park available for play from 5–8PM)

Chairs for
Dogwood 

Lodge 
Please help us pur-

chase 120 new chairs for the 
dining hall at Dogwood Lodge.

A donation of $25 will purchase one new 
stacking chair. (Be sure to put “Dogwood 
Chairs” on the memo line of your check)

Dogwood Holiday Cookout
Saturday, July 5, 1:00 pm

Hamburgers and Hot Dogs will be provided.
Please bring a side dish or dessert.

Transportation from the church will be 
provided if needed—please contact

 Judy Sullivan at 423-648-2540 or  
judy@fbcchattanooga.org
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 Ministerial & Support Staff

Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
 Music Office 423.648.2543
 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  6/15/2014   ATTENDANCE  FOR  6/22/2014  
189   Worship         203   Worship  
   6   Worship  Care             11   Worship  Care  
195   WORSHIP  TOTAL      214   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
202   Sunday  School        252   Sunday  School  
  
FINANCE  REPORT  
  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  6/15/14   $  5,368.00  
Other  receipts  on  6/15/14   952.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  6/15/14   $  6,320.00  
  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  6/22/14   $  15,415.70  
Other  receipts  on  6/22/14   945.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  6/22/14   $  16,360.70  
  
Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,673.08  
  
May  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $696,663.64  
May  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $765,218.63  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    68,554.99)  
   As  of  6/25/14  
  

  

  

  
  
  

  

  

More Puerto Rico Pictures


